November 6, 2003

We need Federal preemption in this
area. | think it would be a mistake to
let States and localities all try to im-
pose their own privacy rules. There are
trillions of dollars at stake. We have to
be very careful. But if we fail to pass
this bill, we open a Pandora’s box of
States and localities writing their own
rules, and the markets and financial
institutions just are not prepared for
that. We can’t let that happen. We
don’t need that uncertainty now. Who
knows what would happen.

On a personal note, I am very pleased
that the bill contains strong identity
theft and privacy protections, includ-
ing my amendment on Social Security
number truncation that will help pre-
vent thieves who go ‘“‘dumpster diving”’
or try to steal credit reports from mail
boxes. Identity theft is a growing prob-
lem in America. The Internet is mak-
ing it easier for thieves to obtain con-
sumer information. My amendment
will help fight this growing menace.
Under this bill, consumers can block
out their Social Security number on
their credit reports. It is just the sort
of simple, commonsense approach that
will help consumers without burdening
business.

I would also like to talk about the
amendments that are going to be of-
fered by my colleagues from California.
They are based, in large part, on a Cali-
fornia bill, SB1. I am sure California
has a fine legislature. And | am sure
their representatives try their best to
represent their California constituents.
But |1 do not think the California legis-
lature represents the people of Ken-
tucky or the other States very well.
That is not their job. If we adopt the
amendments to be offered by my
friends, it would have the effect of im-
posing California’s rules on the rest of
the Nation. That is a bad idea that will
only lead to the economic uncertainty
we have to avoid.

If California wants to try to craft
their own rules and work with Federal
regulators, | say more power to them—
but not if it puts a crimp on the na-
tional economy or starts rewriting the
rules for the other 49 States. Our credit
system is a national system and it
needs a national standard. Standards
that may work in California or Ken-
tucky may not work for the country as
a whole. Usually | am all for taking
power away from Washington and send-
ing it back to the States and local gov-
ernment. But on this bill we cannot ig-
nore the fact that credit rules and mar-
kets and money are all part of a broad-
er, national economy that requires a
unified, Federal approach. To let
States undermine that would be a rec-
ipe for disaster.

S. 1753 is a fair and balanced bill that
sets a fair and balanced standard for
our entire Nation. It is bipartisan, it is
common sense, and it is a prudent solu-
tion to a pressing problem for our fi-
nancial institutions.
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HONORING BENJAMIN AND ALEC
WILLIAMS

® Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, today I
honor Benjamin Richard Williams and
Alec David Williams for receiving the
Eagle Scout Award. As an Eagle Scout
myself, 1 know first hand the dedica-
tion and hard work involved in attain-
ing this prestigious award. These two
brothers, from my home State of
Idaho, are exceptional individuals who
have accomplished much in their
young lives. Allow me a moment to tell
you about them.

In addition to his rank of Eagle
Scout, Ben has served diligently in the
Boy Scout organization, most recently
as Senior Patrol Leader. He has also
been heavily involved in extra-cur-
ricular activities at Boise High School.
Ben is a cross-country runner and is in-
volved in his school’s jazz and march-
ing bands. All of this while keeping a
very impressive 3.95 GPA.

Alec is here with us in the Senate
today, serving our country as a con-
gressional page. We appreciate his val-
uable service in this capacity. Alec has
served in several capacities in the Boy
Scouts, most recently as the assistant
senior patrol leader. Alec is also an ex-
ceptional student with a 4.0 GPA. At-
taining the rank of Eagle Scout is one
more accomplishment to add to his al-
ready impressive list.

I commend Benjamin and Alec on re-
ceiving their Eagle Scout Awards.
Through the leadership and service op-
portunities provided in the Scouting
program, Ben and Alec are better pre-
pared to serve their families and Amer-
ica’s communities. | wish them contin-
ued success in all of their endeavors.e

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Evans, one of his
secretaries.

———

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the United
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

———

REPORT OF THE APPROVAL OF
THE USE OF $10,623,873 PROVIDED
BY THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, PUBLIC

LAW 108-7, THE CONSOLIDATED
APPROPRIATIONS RESOLUTION,
2003—PM 55

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the United

S14173

States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Appropriations:

To the Congress of the United States:

Consistent with Division C, District
of Columbia Appropriations Act of
Public Law 108-7, the Consolidated Ap-
propriations Resolution, 2003, I am no-
tifying the Congress of the proposed
use of $10,623,873 provided in Division C
under the heading ‘‘Federal Payment
for Emergency Planning and Security
Costs in the District of Columbia.”
This will reimburse the District for the
costs of public safety expenses related
to security events and responses to ter-
rorist threats.

The details of this action are set
forth in the enclosed letter from the
Director of the Office of Management
and Budget.

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HoUsE, November 6, 2003.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE—
November 5, 2003

The House passed the following bill,
in which it requests the concurrence of
the Senate.

H.R. 2898. An act to improve homeland se-
curity, public safety, and citizen activated
emergency response capabilities through the
use of enhanced 911 wireless services, and for
other purposes.

————
MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 11:54 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Hays, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bills, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 2443. An act to authorize appropria-
tions for the Coast Guard for fiscal year 2004,
to amend various laws administered by the
Coast Guard, and for other purposes;

H.R. 2620. An act to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal years 2004 and 2005 for the
Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000,
and for other purposes;

H.R. 3214. An act to eliminate the substan-
tial backlog of DNA samples collected from
crime scenes and convicted offenders, to im-
prove and expand the DNA testing capacity
of Federal, State, and local crime labora-
tories, to increase research and development
of new DNA testing technologies, to develop
new training programs regarding the collec-
tion and use of DNA evidence, to provide
post-conviction testing of DNA evidence to
exonerate the innocent, to improve the per-
formance of counsel in State capital cases,
and for other purposes;

H.R. 3348. An act to reauthorize the ban on
undetectable firearms;

H.R. 3349. An act to authorize salary ad-
justments for Justices and judges of the
United States for fiscal year 2004; and

H.R. 3379. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 3210 East 10th Street in Bloomington, In-
diana, as the ““Francis X. McCloskey Post Of-
fice Building”.

The message also announced that the
House agrees to the amendments of the
Senate to the bill (H.R. 3365) to amend
title 10, United States Code, and the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 to increase
the death gratuity payable with re-
spect to deceased members of the
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